
Restricted Breed Declaration: Process 

 

Dog is believed to be a restricted breed dog 

Standard  applied 

 

Declaration served on owner within 7 days of seizure where dog has been 

seized or 7 days of declaration where not seized. 

Declaration processed, belief is a restricted breed dog.  

Dog seized on suspicion of being a restricted breed dog. 

Impounded 

Dog not seized, 

at discretion of 

Council 

authorised 

officer, left in 

possession of 

owner 

Owner may request reasons for decision within 28 days of 

service notice of declaration 

Owner makes application to VCAT within 28 days of 

notice of declaration or statement of reasons 

− Pays application fee 

− Gives notice of application as required 

Tribunal may require compulsory conference 

or refer matter to mediation to get agreement 

between the parties 

Council lodges relevant documents 

Statement of reasons to be provided as soon as practicable but within 

28 days- unless reasons already otherwise provided 

Agreement Tribunal Hearing 

Determination made 

(also subject to review) 

Standard may be applied 

Standard may be applied 

No application made by owner 

within 28 days 

Dog 

destroyed 

Owner cannot be 

identified 

Dog is RBD  
Dog is not 

restricted breed 

dog 

Dog cannot be registered or kept 
Dog can be registered 

and kept 

Dog destroyed Keeping regulated as for dangerous dog 


